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OWADAYS one scarcely notices the
N high stone gates which mark the

entrances to Hobart, Harvard, and
Oxford streets, south of Washington
Boulevard. For one thing, the trafhc is
too heavy, too swift; and then, again,
the gates have been obscured by the
intrusion of shops and stores. At the
base of the stone pillars appears the in-
scription “West Adams Heights.” There
was a time when these entranceways
were formidable and haughty, for they
marked the ways to one of the first
elite residential areas in Los Angeles.
It is quite apparent, even now, however,

_that West Adams Heights was carefully

planned. soundly conceived. Turning
south into Hobart, one sees wide con-
toured streets, large lots, spacious lawns
and gardens, high palms along Harvard,
and old-fashioned lamps hanging from
crossbars on tall posts. In the unplanned
early-day chaos of Los Angeles, West
Adams Heights was obviously some-
thing very special, an island in an ocean
of bungalows—approachable, but with-
drawn and exclusive—one of the few
surviving exampies of planned urban
clegance of the turn of the century.

N THE infancy of Los Angeles, the
I socially clite, iike their counterparts
the world over, soupht out the Heights,
specifically the old TFort Hill section,
from which they could look down upon
the sprawling pucbio. Then, around
1880, they began to lay out estates along
West Adams in the area between Main
and Hoover Streets. In those days, of
course, the city ceased to exist’ beyond
Washington Boulevard, and the new
West Adams district had a remote, sub-
urban, country-like quality about it. Some-
what later. Chester Place, a1 strect two
blocks long in 4 twenty-acre residential
park, was laid out and deveioped by
Edward L. Dohenv 1s the inner bastion
which securely anchored the splendor of
\West Adams. Since :he movement of
the sociaily elite was roward the west,
it was. of course. inevitable chat “the
Heights” near what s now ‘Western
Avenue would eventuaily catch their
fancy,

In the latter parc of cthe 158075 2
new wave of cnterprisiag, weil-to-do
settlers came to Los Angeles, inciuaing
some of the individuals who were (0
plan and develop West Adams Heights.
George 1. Cochran irrived in 1888:
Frederick Hastings Rindge in 1887 M.
H. Sherman in 1889: Dr. john R
Haynes in 1887, It was the Canadian-

born Cochran who first saw the possi-
bilities of “the Heights”; in fact, the
subdivision is referred to in the early
chropicles as his personal promotion.
Back in 1876, one Mary E. Hall had
acquired a patent from the government
to a tract of 160 acres, which incluted
the Heights, and it was from Mis. Wil-
liam Moore, the former Mary Hall, that
Cochran and his associates derived title
to the lands which in 1902 became West
Adams Heights. The original subdivision
included an area bounded by Western
and Normandie, Adams and Washing-
ton, but it was always intended that “the
Heights” should be set apart for the
elite, for here the map calied for seventy-
five-foot streets and lots measuring 79 by
160 feet.

The planners knew what they were
about when they reserved the Heights
for the elite—a small portion of the
original tract bounded on the east by
La Salle, on the west by Western Avenue,
to the north by Washington, and to the
south by Twenty-fifth Street. “"Heights™
is, of course, rather cuphemistic, for the
ascent is barely pcrceptiblc. La Safle,
which bounds “the Heights™ on the
cast, is only forty or fAfty feet below
the level of Harvard, and Twenty-fifth
Street is  only higher than
Adams: but the eminence, slight as it
may appear 1o an ¢ngineer. 1s extremely
significant to the sociologist. For it was
the elevation of the Heights, however
slight, that protected it against changing
fashions in residential districts. Whether
it was the social eminence of the first
dwellers or the tall mansions they built,
“the Heights seemed to be loftier than
the scale indicated on a map. To this
dav, if one lives in one of the single-
storied, flat-rooted cottages east of La
Saile, he is forced to “look up” to the
tail stateiy mansions on the Heights.
Whiie it is quite appareat that those
who built these mansions wanted to em-
phasize their social status, it 1s equally
apparent that they were gracious people

slightly
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who did not want to “turn their backs”
on the lowly cottage-dwellers east of L,
Salle. So they took care that the mansions

_on the deep lots which extend fror

Harvard to La Salle should really face
in two directions, The main entrances
of course, are on Harvard, facing wcst;
but the rear portions of the lots, sloping
gently down to a cobblestone retaining
wall which runs along the west side of
La Salle, have lawns and gardens and
arbors and are not, in the usual sense,
“backyards.” The cobblestone rctaining
wall is just high enough to protect the
Heights against encroachment from the
east.

The north flank of the Heights has
always been guarded by Washington
Boulevard. Boulevards of this size are
inevitably barriers; like rivers, they sep-
arate those who live on the opposite
banks. The south flank is protected by
Adams, another boulevard, and also by
the circumstance that Twenty-fAfth Strect

“is somewhat higher than Adams. Thus

those who live beyond Adams, to e
south, are also forced to “lock up™ 1o
the Heghts. To the west 15 another
bouicvard, Western Avenue, and, on the
opposite side of Western is Berkeley
Square, 4 real ghetto of the rich and
well-born, runming from  Tweniy-first
to Twenty-second Streets and bounded by
Gramercy and Western, Stone gateways,
arched and massive, with chamns acioss
the entrance, guard Berkeley Sauare.
which, like Chester Place, waz Jesigned
as an inner fortress to hoid the buwe
against the iavading forces of medi-
ocrity. In this degenerate age. some urchin
has chaiked the damning epithet "Sncb”
at the base of the arched gates. As tides
of new residents swept into Los Angeles
after 1902, they swiftly surrounded but
never scaled “the Heights.”

Among the incorporators of the West
Adams Heights Association. formed in
1901, were such well-known “Southern
Californians as  Frederick  Hasuings
Rindge, Henry E. Huntington. Huler:
C. Merritt, Dr. John R. Haynes, M. H.
Sherman, A. J. Wallace, Lee Phillips,
and, of course, Gearge L. Cochran. Most
of these men were identified in one 3
pacity or another with The Conservative
Life Insurance Company wnich Mr.
Rindge had formed on coming 0 Los
Angeles (it was later merged. in 1906,
with the Pacific Mutual Life Insuranc®
Company, still another “California”
company). In fact the first mansions
buift in the Heights were chose of
Frederick Hastings Rindge, W' 5. Tup-
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¢, and George 1 Cochran, the préi- ’

dent, first vice-president, and second
vice-president, respectively, of The Con-
servative Life, For many years, photo-
graphs of the Cochran and Rindge man-
sions appeared in every Los Angeles
tourist guide. In the early photographs,
these houses loom like stately castles
on 2 hill, for there were then no other
homes in the surrounding area. No tour
of Los Angeles was complete then that
did not include at least a passing glimpse
of these two famous show places on the
Heights. Somewhat later, the names of
the home-owners in West Adams
Heights read like a Who's Who of Los
Angeles.

Today, of course, the Heights is
lacgely occupied by Negroes and is
known far and wide as the famous Sugar
Hill section of Los Angeles, the most
elite Negro residential area in the United
States, enjoying, by common consensus
of Negro opinion, a clear pre-eminence
over Washington's smart Le Droit Park
section, St. Louis’s Enright Street, the
swanky Negro area of West Philadel-
ohis, the few select blocks on Chicago's
Westchester, and Harlem's fabulous Sug-
ar Hill that sweeps north from the blue
steeple of  Swnt James's  Presbyterian
Church 1o the Polo Grounds. But, al-
though the occupancy has changed, the
Heights ~ull preserves its very special
quatity: f aaything, its clegance has
seen refurbished, not dimmed, by the
slux of  Negroes. Long  hefore the
Negro Uinvasion” began, however, the
Hevhes had experienced 1 curious nner
<oitapse, 2 psychological defeat, 2 social
dedation which made the change in oc-
tupancy possible.

7EST Abams HumcHTs is still a hill
Wof ‘ronies—-subtle, amusing, in-
dauating. Cowsing through the streets
it night, one is nowadays impressed by
Pe distinctive  Upersonalities”™  which
aese large smansions seem to exhibit.
ey are somehow like people: individ-
zii dispacate, each wich s particular
npularey, s minor eccentricities, its
Teceliar expression. For these are very
=xpressive homes. Each, in its own way,
~ith its spevial accent, seems to be try-
ng to say something. One has the feel-
‘ng that :hese homes carry on claborate
Aocturaal conversations, jossiping ibout
Al that they have seen. aibout their
“artous occupants, and about all that has

Sippened through the years, It is. per-
bp g ) P

naps, the spacing, the wide lawns, the
deep set-backs which give these homes
Meir extraordinary expressiveness. The
Jomes of the elite in the newer and

i

“Pist! Keep your eyes peeled for a promissory note signed °J. A. Poole. ™

mare fashionable quarters may be more
costly and elegant but, somehow, they
don’t seem to have very much to say.
They are too compact, too precise, and
the emphasis on functionalism seems to
have rubbed out the idiasynceatic detail,
the quirk of sentiment, the extravagant
flourish. In fact the homes in these
newer districts conceal far more than
they express, whereas these old mansions
along Hobart and Harvard and Oxtord
are by turns talkative and full of somber
reticences, More than inything  clse,
however, it is the all-pervading irony of
the Heights which conveys this astonish-
ing impression that the homes could, if
they would, tell wonderful stories.

On the tounded corner [ot which ex-
tends from Harvard to Hobart on Twen-
ty-fifth Street is a large, sadly deterio-
rated mansion. Strolling through the
district in the daytime, [ scarcely noticed
it; but, the first time [ saw it ar night,
[ was immediately impressed by rthe
buiky shadows, the old carriage house,
the once-tashionable drive-around; ind
the twin medieval turrets on the roof.
This was the town house of Frederick
Hastings Rindge, once known as the
wealthiest man in Southern California,
owner of "he famous Rancho Topanga
Maliibu Sequit with us twenty-hve miles
af ocean {ront. A Harvard man, Rindge
was one of the few eariy-day Southern
Culifornia tycoons who was something
of a litteratenr, 1 man who combined
with Methodist picty a love of the ornate
and elegant. In 1898 he published a lit-
tle book, Happy Days in Sosthern Cuii-
formia, which, despite its mannered

prose, conveys a real “feel” for the pe-
culiar seasons, landscape, and beauty of
Southern California. An early biograph-
ical note reveals :hat, although Mr.
Rindge had a ranch house on his Malibu
estate and a beach home in Santa Monica,
he lived in West Adams Heights “in a
manner befitting his station in social and
financial circles.” The huge contours of
Castle Rindge denne this “station” most
¢loquently.

At about the time the first Negro pur-
chased 2 home in the Heights. Castle
Rindge was sold, Jor 1 ridicuious sum,
to the Catholic Church. For a time it
was used as 3 home for transient girls
but is now a hostel for expectant moth-
ers, some married ind some 'ess fortu-
nate. Until her death on February 8,
1941, however, the oid mansion had
been occupied by Mav K. Rindge. vho,
for so many vears. nad fought o retain
possession of the Maiibu estate. The oid
mansion  seems 0 Mave accesied (LS
present occupants with good zrace for
it still has a most inviting air :couc it,
as though it were :rateful that :he id-
vent of the wreckers had heen sef=rred.
In this mansion, Tore than in inv ather
in the tract, one can recapture sometning
of the atmosphere >r 1 long-ago ind Zar-
rway chapter in :ne sodal histery of
Los Angeles.

If the exterior :f this once-ixmous
showplace is nowidavs somewnit un-
kempt and ragged. :he interior il re
tains its tormer slegance.
small iatimate ~aclors at each wing,
with speciaily cut murving glass ser with
lead in the high. rounded window

There are



+ frames. The north parlor, in bird's-eye
maple, with frescoes around the walls,
“has a charming fircplace of soft, cream-

colored marble. The south parior is in
green and has, too, its fireplace and ele-
gant mantlepiece, over which appears
the legend: "He Aims Too Low Who
Aims Below the Sky." Nowadays this
parlor is used as a chapel, and pictures
of the gentle Jesus, in pale colors, have
been placed, here and there, on the
walls. The elegant effect which the par-
lor was so obviously intended to produce
contrasts rather startlingly with the
hushed, chill atmosphere which has
come with the pictures of Jesus, the
drawn blinds, the chapel furnishings,
and the improvised altar near the
rounded windows. A huge living room,
with vast vaulted ceiling, is dominated
by an enormous fircplace of imported red
ltalian marble (there are thirteen fire-
places, all of italian marble, in Castle
Rindge). Over this fireplace, in a letter-
ing large and emphatic, like the signa-
turc of a rather breezy open-handed
millionaire, appears the legend: “Cali-
fornia Shall Be Ours as Long as the
Stars Remain.” This same lepend s
atached to the old sitk flag of the Caii-
forma Republic which is preserved in
the museum of the Pioneers” Society in
San Francisco: it must have had some
speciak significance for Rindge because
he repeats it bis book. O the living

room s a large dining room with in-
dented window  seats, huge windows,
and., like the living room, a fantastecally
large pendant chandelier. Off the fiving
room. also, is a small intimate study
with 1 green marble fireplace, frescoed
walls, domed ceiling, and rich waod

pancling. Here another legend reaas:

“The Love of Learning, the chucstcred
Nooks, and all the Sweet Eternity of
Books.” Today, of course, the floor is
bare, the fireplace has known no.warmth
for many years, and the built-in book-
cases yawn with a great emptiness. A
great ornate staircase, leading to the
upper floor, has a carved railing lpade:
from a single, massive oak.. siab,
Throughout the house, the wood panel-
ing, the floors, and the great thick doors
have a richness of texture and reflect a
workmanship that belongs to a forgotten
past.

In the one bedroom I was permitted
to inspect—the curiously assorted guests
were not expecting a visitor—appears’
the legend:

Palaces are Dreary Domes,

Fair Domains but deserts wild,

If there be not happy homes,

Gentle thoughts and manners mild.
Trust him though his lot be small
And he make but siight pretense—
He who lives at peace with all.
Dwells in True Magnificence.

Having in mind the present uss to which
the old mansion is dedicated, this legend
might well be regarded as an amazingly
farsighted intuition on  the part of
Frederick Hastings Rindge, In the large
upstairs  hallway, stifl another legend,
again not altogethes inappropriate, ap-

I"C.’lr\'i

Who Shuns the Dust and Sweat
of the Contest,

On His Brow Falls Not the Cool
Shade of the Olive.

LIBUUEMVUL Wi wmpeprva e ) e aue
tices numerous old-fashioned “speaking
tubes,” bell cords, and dumb waitess.
On the chatelaine worn by the present
and most amiable house-mother is ,
weighty collection of specially made
bronze keys for the countless doors and

locks of Castle Rindge. The carriage

house in the yard is lined with hand.
some wood-paneling and the roof ;5
supported by heavy, carved beams. Ig
the yard, also, is a conservatory facing a
courtyard where three to four hundred
guests could sit of an evening, under
the portico, listening to music. The yard
is sadly neglected but lilies and narcissus
“keep coming up,” as the house-mother
explains, and their haunting fragrince
seems to come to one across the ueep
well of the years.

All in all, Castle Rindge functicn:
very efficiently as a hostel. It 15 spacious
and roomy; the grounds are extensive,
with walks and benches; and the austere,
castle-like exterior makes for an atmos-
phere of inaccessibility well adapted to
its present use. One leaves the place
with the feeling that its spinic is aptly
defined in the forid legend: "Califorrs
Shall Be Ours
Remain.” Obviously Freaenck Hustiz
Rindge wanted this mansion (o supg:

as Long an the >ur

a pcrmancncc-uf-poascssiun, N OwWnRer-
ship projected n time, 4 deeply rooted
identitication with Cadifornia, Bar Castic
Rindge, which once ottered prodig:xi
hospitality to iis guests, now farnishes
shelter for the indipent: once o show
place, it is now a hostel In the long,
cool pantry where champagne hottle
were once uncorked, ladies in materney
garments shutile about preparing lun. .
The stars still remain and who owns
California now?

Foa SuUNDAY afternoon nowadavs
O caravans of sleek Cadillacs and
Buicks invade the heights. bringing the
elite of the Negro commuanity, “dressed
down to the bricks,” to smartly ap-
pointed teas. musicales, and receptions.
Saved from the wreckers by the infAux
of the Negro elite, the old homes arc
still popular showplaces, for Sugar Hii
is 1s famous in its way as the "West
Adams Heighes® of former years. It i
iconic that many of the ecacly residents
of the distercr were connected with The
Conservative Life Insurance Company
For today :he proud and sturdy steel
girders of i new skyscraper pierce the
skies at the corner of Adams and West-
ern from the roof of which one will be
able to “look down on” West Adams
Heights. The skyscraper will be the
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future home of the Golden State Life
Insurance Company, another “local” in
surance company, the largest Negro-
owned insurance company in Western
America, The president of this company,
Norman Houston, was the first Negro to
purchase 2 home in the Heights, Like
George 1. Cochran and John Newton
Russell, like Frederick Hastings Rindge *
and W. S. Tupper, Houston founded an-
insurance company and, like them, he is
one of the "builders” of Los Angeles.
But this is getting a bit' ahead of the
story. . ..

For at least a decade before Mr.
Houston purchased a home in the
! Heights, the tightly knit, prestige-con-

! scious community had begun to show

signs of social disintegration. Qutwardly
i looked the same. but, by some mys-
terious process of attrivion, it had lost
its old Aan, its spirit, its will-to-resist.
As onc by one the old residents began to
pass away, the sons and daughters sold
out and moved to the west—lo Brent-
woad, Bel-Air, and Beverly Hills: and,
since most of these changes took place
during the dolorous ‘thirties, the new
owners who moved in did not measure
up. by the arbitrary canons of Souwety,
to those whose homes they had pur-
chased, Among these new residents were
a Korean merchant, a Chinese character
actor, 1wa talian-American familics, a
Hungarian-American, and  severai Ar
menan-American famities. The remain-
ing ald residents of high soced nrcslngc
tolerated Bt never reaily 1thplcd these

" newcomers: sociafly lhc; never became

* part of the Heights. Thus the first cleav-
i age, the Arst fissure developed.

Then. tco. the depression divided the

- old residents into two groups: those who
- had managed to retain thetr wealth but,

for one reason or another, did not care
to move into mare fashionable districts;
ind those who. hard-bit by the depres-
sion, could nerther afford 1o move nor to
muntain aiieen- and twenty-room man-
stons. About the only visible evidence
of these changes, however, was the ap-
pearance in 1941 of the new Armenian
Gethsemane Congregational Church at
the corner of Hobart and Oxford, Never-
theless the oid community on the Heights
had iost some measure of its former

- social vnergy: its puise had -wezkened
© Quarrels began to develop between old

residents and newcomers: N SOMe Cases,

: even between old-resident famiiies. Less
~ than complete unanimity prevailed at the

infrequent meetings of the West Adams

: Heights Imrtrovement Association, and

s marked falling off of sociai activity was

i noted. As an omen of social Jdefear, one

of the old residents walked into his
garden on 2 bright Sunday morning and
shot himself. Other suicides were re.
ported in the ‘thirties. The best known
resident, residing in the largest mansion,
filed a petition in bankruptcy in 1940,
Obviously the solidarity of the Heights
was being undermined.

From the outset, of course, the Heights
had been restricted to occupants of the
Caucasian race but, by some curious
fluke, one property had never been re.
stricted. It was this mansion that Norman
Houston purchased in 1938. Some years
before, it had been sold by an old resi.
dent to a newcomer, Unable to maintiin
the place as a residence, the new owner
had tried to operate a clandestine guest
home™ but the neighbors had objecisd
since the Heights was not zonsd far
this purpose. Then, for a brier period.
the house had been used seasonaily as 2
private club where professionai footbal!
players were lodged during the scasor
being rented at okhcr tines is & meeting
place to various organizations. This use
had also arouscd :hie ire of the neichbors
Ax amatter of harsh (e, Uzues home
were h(.‘lnl.' \.L.'[.'CPIIII(JU.\.:" r'{. rou s
throughoat the ract by s
ceonomically harg- prcxxui old resdenis

but. 1 these cases, the remaming ol
residents had merely looked he othe:
\‘-'ilf{. Hm\'(‘\‘(‘r. Ry E‘-l'i\'ill(.' (.:LZ." :'Cl' E‘TU
fessional football pf.l_\'cr,\'——r’{'*'r: noLe
for auier manners and  derorous b
havior-—was 4 Motoo much, There wae
& rumar, abo, that the propessy was e
ing wsed for 4 rurpose symrosized by
a red light which actually appeared oves
the main entrance. The rumeor was faisc,
the red light was innocent. but 2 served
1o crystallize sentiment agains: ihe owner.
Hedged in by untriendly netgnbors, un-
able to rent rooms, unable to cevelop an
adequate income, this owner analle de
cided to settle scores with her crpressors
be seiling 1o a Necro. As the nrer Negre
to purchase 1 nome in the it
Houston was a .iv7le hesitant
ing in and. for 2 vear or more. ented
place to a whie tenant.

Onece word had traveled iscund o
district that a Negro had ;":::L"..lscd

home in the Heonts, a hurnioz meetng
was called of the improvement Assocti
tion. It was then Jiscoversy st mosT

of the restrictions had expirss or wers
about to expire. This mform::'*" seemed
to be a matter o much graves concert
to the new resicents who n.-.' ~u srchased
homes in the :rict to acgure Drestite
than to the oid residents wno had i
ways had presiige. Mr, Cocnram, [or ex

ample, wanted very much 0 sell
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mansion to a Negro but was unable to
find a purchaser. Nevertheless, a petition
was drafted, asking property owners to
consent to the imposition of new re-
strictions designed to protect the Heights
against non-Caucasians until midnight on
December 31 in the fantastically remote
year of 2035. But the cleavages which
had by then developed made joint action
impossible; the capacity to cooperate had
vanished with the
socially homo-
geneous character
of the district. A
substantial minot-
ity of owners re-
fused to sign the
petition, some {a
very few) as a matter of principle, others
out of sheer stubbornness, some because
they privately intended to sell to Ne-
groes, and others out of a general ia-
difference to the entire hubbub. By and
hrpe, the old residents refused to sign,
wnd this, of course, infurtated the new-
cmers, therehy aggravating the tensions,
[t was tinally agreed that the president
st the lmprovement Association would
¢k our Me. Houston and suggest that
e mughe, perhaps, lre “happier” in some
other area. An extremely amiable man,
Meo Houston actually pave the Im-
opuen  to

srovement  J\ssoclanon

rarchase the property s but the members
could noe then agree as to the amounts
ach shouid ontribute toward the pur-
Alse prwe, and 0 the opuion expired,
Durag Wl s time, a4 oventy-four-hour
~arverllance maintained to  detect
:ne Arst signs that Mr. Houston intended
w0 occupy the property. [f one of Orson
Welles” copperheaded Martians had been
<zout o invade the Herehts, rather than
weil-hbred  Native Son. 2
soadwate of the Universiy of Californna,

P omost

veaatT,

Was

culfrared,

socessiul Susiness excrunve

the saxiety could not

ave been crester.

When Mo Houston tnaily decided to
move n, the inprovement Associaton
wid an emerzency mestiny on December

1L ' '
was adortesd wiich recized that “whereas

s thoroughly established that the
~reseace of Negeo residents invariably
Jiuses A cecession in zroperty values,”

As chis aneenny g resoiunon

and not hecause of any abjection to Mr.
Houston personally, and surely not from.
iny ammosicy roward Negroes generally,”

‘herefore the residents resolved to take
egal protect the cxclusive
Sharacter of the Heights which, of course,
2ad already lost ws oxclusive character.
Mr. Houston had been smuggled into an

carfier meeting of the Association at

iction o

Caliesn-

29

which, seated behind a row of potted
palms, he had heard the members de-
bate the effect of Negro occupancy with
more force than sociological insight.

"In the meantime, the more hard-
pressed of the owners decided that it
would be a good idea to induce the city
to re-zone the Heights so as to make it
possible to secure adequate rentals. The
City Council then approved but Mayor
Bowron vetoed an
ordinance re-zon-
ing the area, the
veto being in re-
sponse to the pro-
tests of those resi-
dents who objected
to any change in
the character of the neighborhood. Herte,
again, the cleavages which had developed
made joint action impossible; the diverg-
ence of interests could not be reconciled.
Noting this impasse, some of the owners
began to negotiate, often surreptitiously,
with Negro purchasers. It is therefore
quite inaccurate to say that Negroes
“invaded” the Heights: actually they

were invited, it somewhat lett-handedly, |
to bail out 1 set of economically hard-

pressed  property owners. But once s
number of Negroes had moved into the

districr, the City Council quickly passed
an ordinance re-zoning the area, over the |

Mavor's veto and despite the vehement
profests of the Nesro owaers; the ordi-

nance was precisely the same 13 the one -

wieh had been sheived, come time pre-
vigusly.

/—&5 ONE property after another was sold
£X o Negroes, the diehards in
district finally Jecided o bring 4 court
action. By the ume this wcion came o
triai before Judee Thurmona Clarke on
Decomber 6. 145, 4 numiter ot Neuoroes
ne Hervhts.

were 2ccupyving homes
A i
1 planned invasion, but the snd-proauc:
of & more OF ‘ess nevitabie process of
ceological succession, U niple o

gsented ol

ar curchases -

jngC
ameng themseives. lawcking any real co-
aal unity, the Twhite” uwners had falica
t0 bring about the re-zoning which atone
wouid Rave made it possibie {or them.
15 1 TOUP, 10 SLLVIVE 35 MINSION-0owners.

muddle cliss of Los

The zew Twhite”

Angeies was not interesied o buying
ind twenty-room
1w aid' restdential districs which hag
long since Seen by-passed by the smarg
set. [a che meanume, the Neuro poru-
haiien had zrown from S0.200 in 1933
to zround 130,000 (1949) ind aimost
1s many Negroes were uving i
areen West Jerferson

mansions 0

Phyaa
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FROM CALIFORNIA
...a NOTED WINE

WENTE LIVERMCORE

SWEET SEMILLON

A rich,
Sauterne...olended with
intinite care irom the true

‘uilevodied sweet

Sautcrne zraces — Semiilen,
Sauvignon 3lanc and the
Museadeile du 3ordelais.
A fine all surpose wine...
with mest fcods, dessarts,
far entartaiming. A muse
in ceilars of cxtremely fne
wines. ¥ritz to us for our
interesting coorlet about
the Wente “varietal” wines.
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Produced and 3dertied at the Winery by

WIENTE BROS,

LIVERMORE, CALIFORNIA
Since 1443 :
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TO CHICAGO!

Yes, for comfort in winter
travel, there’s nothing quice
tike the Santa Fe Super Chief.

Air-conditioned, all-privace:
foom Cars carry you on your
journey quietiy...smoothly.
Your own fOOMm Contains
everv {acility vou could wish
for...while three spacious
lounge-cars and Fred Harvey
diner add & convivial note
when vou desire.

Service is, of course, in the
manner 0 which you are
accustomed. Remember
Super Chiet fot super comfort.

Hoiiyuwood Ticter Office, Phane HO 1191
4405 Holivwood Bouievard

“were living in the submerged precincts

of Central Avenue. Being desperately in
need of homes, the Negro middle class
was quite willing to pay fancy prices for
old, run-down mansions; in effect, they
were the only possible purchasers for
these mansions, :

Judge Clarke's courtroom on the
morning of December 6 had about:it
something of the atmosphere of a gala
social occasion, for among the defendants
who there assembled were some of the
brightest social lights in the Negro com-
munity. Conscious of the occasion, the
wives appeared in all their finery and
elegance, and the atmosphere was such
as to make one wonder if the Judge
would pour tea during the afternoon re-
cess. Among the defendants were Hattie
McDaniels, winner of an  Academy
Award and owner of the old Hamilton
Cotton mansion; the ]. A. Somervilles;
Lieutenant Leslie N. King, U. 5. A,
(retired) ; Dr. William E. Bailey; Dr.
Thomas R. Peyton: Louse Beavers; and
Truman R, Latt, who had alleged 10 his
answer that the plainuffs were seeking

" 10 enforce an agreement of the kind ad-
vocated by one Adolph Hitler in a book
s called Menr Kampf.

It would have heen possible, of course,

- for Judpe Clarke to have by-passed the

main issuc by simply finding that the
“character of the occupancy” had changed
and theretore that it would he “inegui-

. tzble” to entorce the restrictions. Judge

. Clarke. however, decided to make judi-

cial history and, incidentally, to anticipate
the thinking of the Justices of the United
States Supreme Court, by holding that

. the restrictions violated the Fourtcenth

Amendment—the first ruling of this kind
to be made by an American judge. As a

" youngster. Judge Clarke had pedaied out
" to the Heights on his bicycle on many
- occasions o visit school friends and he
' knew something about the history of

these homes and their former occupants.
During the triai, he made a personal
inspection of the tract and was doubtless
impressed by the obvious fact that no
deterioracton had taken place with the
influx of Negro owners. Loren Miller,
who represented the defendants, was
later to irgue and win the precedent-
shattering restrictive covenant case of
Sheiley vs. Kraemer before the Supreme
Court. Not only did fudge Clarke’s rul-

L ing anucipite this decision of :he Su-

preme Court, but, in the years interven-
ing berween rhe two decisions, more
suits were sied by Negroes in Los An-
seles contesting the vaiidity of restrictive
covenants than were filed by Negroes in
the rest of the USA. Los Angeies was,

SCRIPT

%
GLENCOE BRAND
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A Salod ond Cooking Qil of fine texture and
delicate flovor exiracied from the seads of
the Sewarme’ plont of Southern Atio, Qver
171,000 seeds ore required to produce 1 pI.
af this clear light-bodisd oil of highwst
keeping qualily.

Its delicate flaver will improve your favarits
satod dretsing, ond for all purpose ceoking,
Glencoe Sexnmu Oil helps preterve the fuli
fover of your foods. The o1l withslanas
exireme heal withaut impairing a1+ fine
quolity, texiure.

Avaslable tor the firit time since
she ar: 1w o ud benter fund
and depariment stores, or arie:

GLEN-WEBB & COMPANY
253 Morth Mistian Rd.. Los Angeles 33, Calil.

CATERING
With a Personal Touch

C/arq, /_;) g)re

9230 West Pico Boulevard

Las Angeies 35, California

CRestview §-4010

When Shoppme in Wilsbire Cemser
s

GUSTINE'S

for Fine Food

3111 WILSHIRE BOULEYVARD
Near 3ullock’'s Wilshire
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therefore, the proving ground on which
the theorics were worked out, the argu-
ments tested, an'd 'the legal ammlfmtlou
waumulated which were later to induce
the Supreme Court, in Shelley vs. Kraem-
er, to hold that restrictive covenants
could no longer be enforced anywhere
in the United States, o

Following Judge Clarke’s ruling, the
character of the occupancy of the Heights
was rapidly transformed. One after an-
other, the dichards began to sell ta
Negroes so that today the district is
sbout 6O per cent Negro-occupied. Here
mother irony must be noted. When
Negroes first began to buy homes in the
Heights, property values were depressed.
This had nothing to do with Negro pur-
chases, since the values had been de-
ressed for a decade before a single szle
nad been madc to a Negro. Actually the
prices which Negroes paid were well
ibove the market price. But, after the
Negroes moved in, the demand for hous-
mg became more 2cute and property
values began to nse. Homes purchased
for 315,000 in 1943 were casify worth
$40.000 i 1948, The Negro purchasers
vere, of course, the benehetaries of this
mse in values, However, a survey in-
| drwates that Negro purchasers have, on
the average, spent between $5,000 and
$7,000 in unproving and remedeling
‘hese old homes, which are in better re-
raer today than ar anv time in the last
ety vears. On Hobare Boulevard, 1
Newuro purchaser s today balding a
P00 Rouse, nd ather mew  homes
b spon e oconstructed by Negroes.
Cas white propenty owner who  had
smen 3 dim view of the elfect of Negro
soupancy told me that he was so en-
ouraged by the improvement which had
ken place inthe Gistrice that he had

szeided to invest <ome money improving

wvoown oroperiy. Taday the Heiehts
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Adlen Woodard I an enterprising -

Negro realtor and civic leader. sournt 16
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Spring

I..ong, sunny, delightful days .. . smooth,
ski-perfect slopes...a festive air of fun under
the sun! That's Spring at Sun Valley, ush-
ered in by one of America's most famous ski

For reservations acidresa: Union Pacific

it — Harrima Races.  Hairond—422 W ith 5t., Tel, TRinit
com petltlons The riman Cup 9211 4702 Hollywood Hived,, ‘Tel, HI

Plan your perfect vacation NOW—spring,  wide 0221; Pasadens, 205 W Coloradda
St., Tel 5Y ramore 24107 —or noe nny

summer, fall or winter—at Sun Valley. local Travel Azent.

100 h.p. 2'/2 litre open Sports 3-Seater

"Everybody who is wise on motoring matters knows by now
that the 2!7 lilre Riley ‘goes like a bomb.’ In fact, the average
speeds which they claim are gelting very near to traditional

RO reSIAents vere -

fishermen’s stories. There is no doubt, however, thar this Riley
! is genuinely a very fast car, and an eminenily roadworthy one
as well” —vide “The Autocar.”

CROSS MOTOR IMPORTS

SALES AND SERVICE

11818 Ventura 3lvd.
Nesth Hallywoeo. Caiif.

Also 4-Seater
Convertible
or the Sadan







